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VIII. GLOSSARY 

 
Act:  In the context of this management plan - the Revised Code of Washington statutes 
governing establishment, acquisition and management of NRCAs (RCW79.71). 
 
Balds: Landscape feature characterized by grass, forbs, moss and lichen and relative absence of 
trees and shrubs, resulting from a combination of factors, including shallow soil, dry site 
conditions, steep topography and fire. 
 
Buffer: An area that surrounds and protects an environmentally sensitive area from adverse 
impacts to the functions and values of that area. 
 
Critical habitat: Those areas necessary for the survival of threatened, endangered or sensitive 
species as designated under the Federal Endangered Species Act and Washington State Forest 
Practices Rules. 
 
Cultural resources:  Archaeological and historic sites and artifacts and traditional religious, 
ceremonial and social uses and activities of affected Indian tribes.  (Washington Administrative 
Code 222-16-010) 
 
Disturbance: A force of natural or non-natural origin that creates an interference with normal, 
or existing, or undisturbed conditions. 
 
DNR:  Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
 
Ecology:  The science of the relationships between organisms and their environments. 
 
Ecosystem:  A community of organisms and their pattern of interaction with its environment. 
 
Endangered species: A species in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of 
its range. 
 
Enhance:  The intentional re-creation of one or more characteristics that existed naturally on a 
site before alteration. 
 
Exotic: Not native to the region in which it is found; any species of plant or animal that does not 
occur naturally in the region. 
 
Extirpated: Term used to describe a species that has been destroyed or removed from its natural 
territory in a specific region. 
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Federal candidate species: A species that is the subject of a proposed final rule indicating the 
appropriateness of listing as threatened or endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
 
Habitat: The components of the ecosystem upon which a plant or animal species relies for its 
life cycle. 
 
Highly sensitive areas:  Those species, communities, areas and habitats, on the NRCA, which 
are particularly fragile or vulnerable and therefore highly sensitive to human disturbance.  These 
areas include cliffs, montane balds, wetlands, riparian areas, aquatic habitats, erosive soils and 
unstable slopes, talus occupied by Larch Mountain salamander, areas with the presence of or 
habitat for threatened or endangered species, and areas with cultural and/or historic resources. 
 
Inventory:  A point-in-time measure of the resource to determine location and/or condition.  
Inventories can be used to: 1) locate populations of a species, 2) determine the total number of 
individuals of a species, 3) locate all populations of rare species within a specified area, 4) locate 
all rare species occurring within a specified habitat type, 5) assess and describe the habitat of a 
rare species (e.g., associated species, soils, aspect, elevation), and 6) assess existing and potential 
threats to a population.  
 
Lentic habitats:  Of or relating to freshwater habitats characterized by calm waters, such as 
lakes, ponds, swamps, or bogs. 
 
Less sensitive areas: Land or water of the NRCA that is not known to contain the identified 
sensitive resources which are protected in the sensitive areas.  While the entire NRCA is 
protected under RCW 79.71 and subsequent policy guidelines, inventory of the NRCA to date 
indicates that the less sensitive areas contain resources that are thought to be more resilient and 
not as easily impacted by the public uses allowed in this plan. 
 
Lotic habitats:  Of or relating to freshwater habitats characterized by swift-moving currents, 
such as rivers and streams 
 
Low-impact public use: Public recreation uses and improvements that do not adversely affect 
the resource values, are appropriate to the maintenance of the site in a relatively unmodified 
natural setting, and do not detract from long-term (natural) processes. (RCW 79.71.030) 
 
Maintain: To protect natural site characteristics and ecosystem processes, such as wildlife 
habitat, soil conservation, and succession of native plant communities. 
 
Mineral, oil and gas exploration: Examination of a site to determine its mineral potential by 
on-site or off-site geochemical, geophysical, geological or drilling methods. 
 
Mining: The removal of minerals or other valuable materials in commercial quantities or for  
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commercial purposes from the surface or subsurface. 
 
Mitigate: To minimize or compensate for potential adverse environmental impacts. 
 
Monitoring:  The collection and analysis of repeated observation or measurements to evaluate 
changes in condition and progress toward meeting a management objective.  Monitoring can also 
be used to examine population changes over time; this use has no predetermined management 
objective but would trigger management action if the population demonstrated a significant 
decline. 
 
NAP (Natural Area Preserve): Lands managed for the protection of outstanding examples of 
native ecosystems and threatened and endangered species in Washington state. 
 
Native: Generally, indigenous to or originating naturally in Washington.  Remaining or growing 
in an unaltered natural condition.  Specifically for restoration purposes, native species should be 
native to the site. 
 
Natural Heritage Program (NHP): The staff of natural resources scientists within the 
Department of Natural Resources that provide scientific expertise on the conservation and 
preservation of native ecosystems.  
 
Natural Resources Conservation Area: Designated under RCW 79.71, lands with scenic, 
natural and public use values as described in RCW 79.71.020.  NRCAs are managed by DNR for 
the conservation purposes of: maintaining, restoring and enhancing ecological systems, including 
habitat for state and federal listed threatened, endangered and sensitive species; protecting scenic 
values; and where resource protection is not compromised, providing low-impact public use and 
environmental education opportunities (RCW 79.71.030).  Management plans are to be 
developed for each NRCA identifying resources to be protected and opportunities for public use 
and environmental education (RCW 79.71.070). 
 
NRCA boundary: A mapped boundary established by public hearing, encompassing significant 
resources that DNR has an interest in protecting, as described in RCW 79.71.020: “(1) Lands 
identified as having high priority for conservation, natural systems, wildlife and low, impact 
public use values; (2) An area of land or water, or land and water, that has flora, fauna, 
geological, archaeological, scenic, or similar features or critical importance to the people of 
Washington and that has retained to some degree or has re-established its natural character; (3) 
examples of native ecological communities; and (4) Environmentally significant sites threatened 
with conversion to incompatible or ecologically irreversible uses.”  Where these resources are in 
private ownership, and the owner is willing to sell at market value, DNR may purchase property 
within the boundary.  Private property and associated rights within the NRCA boundary are not 
affected by the NRCA boundary designation or by NRCA management. 
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Plant community: Generally, vegetation having a characteristic pattern of species composition 
and dominance, used here in the broadest sense to include both seral and climax vegetation.  A 
group of species, which tend to co-occur in time and space. 
 
Priority habitat: As defined by Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, priority 
habitats are those habitat types or elements with unique or significant value to a diverse 
assemblage of species.  A priority habitat may consist of a unique vegetation type or dominant 
plant species, a described successional stage, or a specific structural element. 
 
Priority wildlife species: As defined by Washington State Department of Wildlife, those species 
that require protective measures for their perpetuation due to their population status, their 
sensitivity to habitat alteration, or their recreational importance. 
 
RCW: Revised Code of Washington codifying state law. 
 
Research:  A designed study to determine the cause(s) of some observed ecological 
phenomenon. Research is designed to identify the causes of a change in a measured parameter. 
In research, cause and effect can be statistically inferred, while cause and effect cannot be 
statistically inferred in monitoring.  
 
Restore: To recover natural site features and processes that existed on site prior to disturbance. 
 
Talus (Scree):  A sloping mass of rock debris, sometimes located at the base of a cliff.  
  
Threatened, endangered and sensitive species (TES): Plants and animals protected under the 
federal Endangered Species Act or state designation. 
 
Threatened species: A species that is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable 
future. 
 
Wetlands: Lands where saturation with water is the dominant factor determining soil 
development and the types of plant and animal communities living in the soil and on its surface.  
 Any section of low-lying land that is periodically submerged or whose soil contains a great deal 
of moisture. 
 
Watershed: A drainage basin contributing water, organic matter, dissolved nutrients and 
sediments to a stream or river. 
 


